[The history of correction of refractive errors: spectacles].
An historical analysis of discoveries related to the treatment of defects of vision is described. Opinions on visual processes, optics and methods of treating myopia, hypermetropia and astigmatism from ancient times through the Middle Ages, the renaissance and the following centuries are presented in particular. The beginning of the usage of glasses is discussed. Examples of the techniques which have been used to improve the subjective and objective methods of measuring refractive errors are also presented.